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SCR 3.510  Reinstatement in case of disciplinary suspension 
 
(1) No former member of the Association who has been suspended for a disciplinary case for 
more than one hundred eighty (180) days shall resume practice until he/she is reinstated by order 
of the Court.  Application for reinstatement shall be on forms provided by the Director and 
Continuing Legal Education Commission, filed with the Director, and shall be accompanied by a 
filing fee of $250.00 which shall be made payable to the Kentucky Bar Association.  An additional 
filing fee of $1250.00 shall be made payable to the Kentucky Office of Bar Admissions.  The 
Director shall not accept an application for filing unless all costs incurred in the suspension 
proceeding have been paid by the former member, the Office of Bar Counsel has certified to the 
Applicant  that there is no pending disciplinary file, and the costs in the reinstatement proceeding 
(whether costs of the Association or of the Character and Fitness Committee or of the Kentucky 
Office of Bar Admissions) have been secured by the posting of a cash or corporate surety bond of 
$2500.00. Any additional costs will be paid by Applicant.  The Director shall refer the application 
to the Continuing Legal Education Commission within ten (10) days of receipt for certification 
under Rule 3.675.  The Continuing Legal Education Commission shall make its certification within 
twenty (20) days of the referral which shall be added to the record in the reinstatement 
proceedings. 
 
(2) If the period of suspension has prevailed for one hundred eighty (180) days or less, the 
suspension shall expire by its own terms upon the filing with the Clerk and Bar Counsel of an 
affidavit of compliance with the terms of the suspension, which must include a certification from 
the CLE Commission that the Applicant has complied with SCR 3.675. The Registrar of the 
Association will make an appropriate entry in the records of the Association reflecting that the 
member has been reinstated; provided, however, that such suspension shall not  expire by its 
own terms if, not later than ten (10) days preceding the time the suspension would expire, Bar 
Counsel files with the Inquiry Commission an opposition to the termination of suspension wherein 
Bar Counsel details such information as may exist to indicate that the member does not, at that 
time, possess sufficient professional capabilities and qualifications properly to serve the public as 
an active practitioner or is not of good moral character. A copy of such objection shall be provided 
to the Character and Fitness Committee, to the member concerned, and to the Registrar. If such 
an objection has been filed by Bar Counsel, and is not withdrawn within thirty (30) days, the 
Character and Fitness Committee shall conduct proceedings under SCR 2.300. In cases where a 
suspension has prevailed for one hundred eighty (180) days or less and the reinstatement 
application is referred to the Character and Fitness Committee, a fee of $1250.00 shall be made 
payable to the Kentucky Office of Bar Admissions. 
 
(3) If the period of suspension has prevailed for more than one hundred eighty (180) days, the 
matter shall be referred to the Character and Fitness Committee for proceedings under SCR 
2.300. The Character and Fitness Committee will determine whether the application of a member 
who has been suspended one hundred eighty (180) days or less but whose termination of 
suspension has been objected to, or a member who has been suspended for more than one 
hundred eighty (180) days, should be approved. The Character and Fitness Committee shall file 
with the Director and the Clerk the entire record, including a written report and recommendation 
by the Character and Fitness Committee. The Board shall review the record and report and 
recommend approval or disapproval of the application to the Court. The Court may enter an order 
reinstating the Applicant to the practice of law or deny the application. 
 
(4) If the period of suspension has prevailed for more than five (5) years, the Director shall refer 
the application to the Character and Fitness Committee for proceedings under SCR 2.300. The 
Committee shall file a written report and recommendation with the Director and the Clerk. The 



Board shall review the record and report and recommend approval or disapproval of the 
application to the Court. If the Committee and the Board recommend approval of the application, 
the Committee shall refer the application to the Board of Bar Examiners for processing in 
accordance with Rule 3.500(3) and shall file the entire record with the Clerk, including the written 
report and recommendation of the Committee. The Board of Bar Examiners shall certify the 
results of the examination to the Director and the Court.  If the Applicant successfully completes 
the examination, the Court may, at its discretion, enter an order reinstating the suspended 
member to the practice of law. However, if the Applicant fails to pass the examination, the Court 
shall enter an order denying the application. 
 
(5) A suspended member of the Association who desires to resume practice as quickly as 
possible following a period of suspension may file an application to do so at any time during the 
last ninety (90) days of the period of suspension. 
 
(6) If the Committee and Board recommend approval of reinstatement on conditions, as provided 
in SCR 2.042, or approval with such additional conditions as the Board may recommend, the 
Court may include such conditions in any  
order of reinstatement. 
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